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Dear Families and Staff: 

In an effort to broaden in-person learning opportunities, we are increasing the instructional hours at all schools as well 
as making changes to the instructional model at the secondary schools. All of these changes were made in consultation 
with the health department.  

All Schools (K-12) 

Beginning Monday, April 5, the 60-minute early release will discontinue and all schools will operate using regular 
start and dismissal times. (Our long-standing early release Wednesdays will resume at K-5 schools.) Principals will send 
a follow-up communication to parents regarding the school day schedule unique to each building. 

Secondary Schools (6-12) 

Beginning Monday, April 5, the “hybrid” schedule will no longer be available. Students will need to attend school in-
person five days a week or select distance learning five days a week. You will receive an email from your child’s principal 
next week with an electronic form so that students and families can refresh their status and indicate their preferred 
learning platform. 

Pre-School 

The hours of the instructional day for our pre-school program will be expanded. Details will be sent directly to pre-
school families from Kim Sokale, PK-5 Special Education Supervisor. 

Transition Planning for Next Year 

While we will honor a family’s decision to remain in the distance learning model, we are encouraging DL families to 
think about a transition plan. We believe that distance learning students who have not been in school would benefit 
from re-entering school prior to the close of this year in order to ensure a more successful start to next year. We 
understand there are exceptions, particularly ones driven by serious medical situations, and as previously stated, we 
will honor those who need to make this decision. We also recognize that some families may be more inclined to 
consider in-person learning if they had an opportunity to ask questions and seek clarification. Thus, DL families may 
receive a phone call from a school counselor or other staff member in order to provide further information to assist in 
your thinking. Even if you are not ready to transition to in-person learning on April 5, we hope if health metrics continue 
to improve that you might reconsider in early May. 

Quarantine Change for All Schools 

In addition to the aforementioned changes to instructional hours, we will also be making a shift from a 14-day 
quarantine period to a 10-day quarantine period for those who are close contacts of a positive COVID-19 case. The 
South Windsor Health Department supports the school system in following the CDC guidelines which allow for the 
reduction in length of the quarantine period.  
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Importance of Fidelity to Mitigation Strategies 

While these changes support our goal to increase in-person learning opportunities over the coming weeks and months, 
it is important to remember that this goal must be accompanied by a continued commitment to the mitigation 
strategies that have kept students and staff safe since August (mask-wearing, hand-washing, social distancing to the 
extent practicable, etc.). Our students have done an amazing job at adhering to these strategies and we urge parents 
to reinforce the importance of remaining vigilant.  

 

Thank you for your continued support as we endeavor to meet the academic, social, and emotional needs of your 
children.  Please do not hesitate to reach out to school staff to discuss your child’s individual situation. 

 
Kate Carter, Ed.D.  
Superintendent of Schools 


